
In This Week’s “Friday Letter”
● GUIDANCE COUNSELING

○ IMPORTANT: For Seniors Applying to Private or Out of
State Universities

○ Save the Date: Virtual Guidance Grade Level Parent
Nights

○ Summer Course Transcripts Due September 1
○ Key Fall Guidance Dates

● ASB NEWS AND UPDATES
○ Club Rush Days Coming September 1-2

● IN OTHER NEWS
○ Welcome Shobha Vaidyanathan
○ LGSUHSD COVID Dashboard
○ Poem by Ashley Ko in New York Times

○ Volunteer Applications
○ Volunteer Clearance Event, August 27, 5:30pm-9pm
○ Announcing Auditions for SHS Drama’s Fall Play!
○ Attorney Coach Needed for Mock Trial
○ Back to School Night Update

● WELLNESS CORNER
● ‘TOGA ATHLETICS

○ Fall Sports Night, August 25
○ Support Saratoga High Sports Boosters

● FUNDRAISING AND DONATIONS
○ MAP Boosters EIN Correction

● RESOURCES

Good afternoon Falcon Families,

This week during tutorial, our students participated in the second part of the Title IX training and a presentation regarding
our Campus Values and Expectations.  Our values of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Belonging, and Integrity will continue to
be developed and expressed in what and how we do things. Though we may occasionally stumble, we will learn from our
experiences and build upon them so that one day our school community serves as an example for others. In the
meantime, we have our work to do and we have the students, staff, and parents/guardians to make it happen.

Speaking of our amazing parents and guardians, today was our All-School BBQ.  Dozens of parents and guardians
volunteered to prepare, set up, cook, serve, and clean up today’s amazing event.  We also had a couple of stand out
sophomores who helped yesterday and today: Eva Semin and Ethan Canahuati.  All of our students and staff had the
opportunity to enjoy practically all they could eat and it could not have happened or been such a success without our
PTSO leadership and our volunteers.  Thank you again!

Next week, we will have Red Days (odd periods) on Tuesday and Thursday and Blue Days (even periods) on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday.  On Monday, during Tutorial, we will have a fire drill and practice a full evacuation with the
support of the local fire department.  On Wednesday, during Tutorial, students will have their first opportunity to move from
their 2nd period class to another class or office. All students are expected to do something “Academically Relevant” or
“Social-Emotionally Appropriate.” For more information, please review our Campus Values and Expectations
presentation.  On Thursday, we will have our first School Site Council meeting at 4:30pm for anyone interested in
attending and on Friday, we will have our Volunteer Clearance Event from 5:30pm-9pm at the stadium during our
Saratoga vs. San Mateo football games.

With the COVID variant growing in strength, please continue to be careful, wear your mask, wash your hands, and stay
healthy.  Similarly, if you are not feeling well, please don’t come to school.  The homework, test, or quiz can be made up.

Best wishes,
Greg Louie, Principal
PS.  中文翻译网站 Saratoga High Newsletters Chinese translation site

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Gj5wiTJxomXjxkCIBI6tN8cqlYIYK1QmnzLGgj-5h0s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Gj5wiTJxomXjxkCIBI6tN8cqlYIYK1QmnzLGgj-5h0s/edit?usp=sharing
https://saratogahighnewsinchinese.blogspot.com/2021/


IMPORTANT: For Seniors Applying to Private or Out of State Universities
Seniors: Students planning on applying to private or out of state universities that require transcripts and letters
of recommendation need to be well versed in our school process and deadlines.  If you missed the workshop
last spring, you can find the module on Canvas here, with videos and directions. Be on the lookout for an email
from your counselor about setting up individual appointments to discuss your plans and get support!  Early
letter requests (college deadlines of December 1 or earlier) are due on Canvas Wednesday, September 8.
Students can see counselor’s calendars here.

SAVE THE DATE: Virtual Guidance Grade Level Parent Nights
Our Guidance team and Administrators will be hosting virtual Guidance Grade Level Parent Nights via Zoom.
Please mark your calendars.  Below are the dates, times, and hyperlinks to the Zoom rooms.

● Virtual Guidance Senior Parent Night, Class of 2022: Tuesday, August 31, 7pm-8:30pm
● Virtual Guidance Junior Parent Night, Class of 2023: Thursday, September 2, 7pm-8:30pm
● Virtual Guidance Sophomore Parent Night, Class of 2024: Tuesday, September 7, 7pm-8:30pm
● UPDATED DATE!! Virtual Guidance Freshman Parent Night, Class of 2025: Wednesday, September 8,

7pm-8:30pm

Summer Course Transcripts Due September 1
If your student completed a summer course, official transcripts must be sent to shs-registrar@lgsuhsd.org on
or before September 1, 2021. You may also send sealed transcripts via U.S. Postal Mail to: Saratoga High
School, Attn: Registrar, 20300 Herriman Ave, Saratoga, CA  95070.  You will not receive a confirmation of
receipt from SHS, but you may check your transcript status online using your Aeries account.

KEY FALL GUIDANCE DATES
● Friday, August 27: Last day to add a class.  Many of our classes are full and options are limited.

Students may be required to complete missing work from the days of instruction missed.  We will
update current class waitlists regularly right up to the August 27 deadline.

● Friday, September 3: Date to change course levels. A student may request a level change in the
course on the Schedule Change Request Form, but will be required to stay in the class for the full
three weeks.  Pending space in the requested course, all level changes will occur no later than
Tuesday, September 7, and the grade from the previous course will go with the student to the new
class.  Changing levels may also mean teacher changes in multiple courses.  Please be sure to choose
your classes wisely and seek help as soon as possible.

● Friday, October 1: Last day to drop a class without W/F grade penalty. A student is permitted to
drop a class without a withdrawal/fail grade penalty if they request to do so by Friday, October 1.  The
course will be entirely removed from the transcript.

Club Rush Days Coming September 1-2
Soon we will be hosting two “Club Rush” days in which we will have tables in the quad where clubs will
advertise, answer questions, and ask you to sign up on the spot.  “Academic Clubs” will be on September 1
and “Cultural Clubs” will be on September 2.  Stay tuned for more information.

https://lgsuhsd.instructure.com/courses/15648/modules
https://lgsuhsd.instructure.com/courses/15648
https://lgsuhsd.zoom.us/j/96839011173
https://lgsuhsd.zoom.us/j/92902583775
https://lgsuhsd.zoom.us/j/93576049779
https://lgsuhsd.zoom.us/j/97016028334
https://forms.gle/SQkkBePkULMvRTmm9


Welcome Shobha Vaidyanathan
We are excited to welcome Shobha Vaidyanathan to Saratoga High School as our new
Site Based Therapist.  Ms. Vaidyanathan will be leading our Wellness Center with the
support of our CASSY Therapists and Ms. Barnes, our Community Health Outreach
Worker. Ms. Vaidyanathan is an Associate Marriage and Family Therapist with a
Masters degree in Educational Psychology from the University of Utah and a Masters
degree in Clinical Psychology from India. She has extensive experience working with
both adults and youth from different cultural backgrounds in the area of anxiety,
depression, domestic violence, alcoholism and schizophrenia. Her most recent position
was in a Non Public school in the Bay Area, where she worked with youth with special

needs.  Ms. Vaidyanathan worked in mental health settings as well as in school settings providing individual
and group counseling, parent counseling and family counseling.

The Site Based Therapist position, along with our CASSY Therapists, and our Community Health Outreach
Worker position are funded by both our District and our SHS Foundation.  Thank you to the generous
contributions from many of our families.  Your support goes a long way to supporting our students in need.

LGSUHSD COVID Dashboard
Our District website has a COVID Dashboard that will be updated to track any new cases.

Poem by Ashley Ko in New York Times
In today’s New York Times’ “California Today” article, a poem by our Senior Ashley Ko was included.  Here’s
the poem that many of our students may appreciate.

I woke up 30 minutes earlier,
My eyes groggier than ZOOM eyes.
than that damning beeping machinery
18 months staring endlessly into my laptop
The great big hole of futuristic daydreams
Or hope, I guess.
Grabbed my backpack (what?!) my lunch, and
A mask. (yes, please wear your mask, though I am
fully vaccinated, please please wear it please)
Walked into school, 9-12 swarming like bees
(Luckily, I did not get a heart attack)
I was pretty close to the parking lot, had many thoughts
Of turning back until …
“ASHLEY I HAVEN’T SEEN YOU SO LONG!”
(Do I hug? Uhh, do I awkwardly stand 6 ft away?)
Sitting in AP Language & Composition, forgetting
that I walk into a classroom.
Not a ZOOM link.
30 minutes into class.
(I miss my cat.)
40 minutes into class.
(I miss going to the bathroom

https://lgsuhsd.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uZVeUizN3ROGM1OVGwUHQtAYuIsaJjRsdrezO0CuGh8/edit?usp=sharing
https://messaging-custom-newsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?campaign_id=49&emc=edit_ca_20210820&instance_id=38387&nl=california-today&productCode=CA&regi_id=57516603&segment_id=66773&te=1&uri=nyt%3A%2F%2Fnewsletter%2Ff157070b-da2e-50a4-80cf-58418530b3aa&user_id=c7ec896e53279ebbc49c9b4372211786


Without an e-pass.)
50 minutes into class.
(I miss my snack pantry,
quite desperately)
60 minutes into class.
(I need to switch my pants
Into sweatpants, RIGHT NOW)
70 minutes into class
(I can not wait to go home.)
But,
I still have 2 more classes to go.

Volunteer Applications
The Falcon Family consists of students, staff, and volunteer parents, guardians, and community members. To
learn more about volunteering and to access a Volunteer Packet, please visit the LGSUHSD website. Please
remember that due to COVID, all volunteers must also show proof of vaccination.

Volunteer Clearance Event, August 27, 5:30pm-9pm
Those who are not yet cleared to serve as a volunteer for Saratoga High School are encouraged to mark
August 27 on their calendars.  At this event, volunteer applicants can submit their packet for review, complete
the fingerprinting process, and complete a TB screening. Please remember that due to COVID, all
volunteers must also show proof of vaccination. The event will be in our stadium during our Football
games versus San Mateo so come from the volunteer clearance event and stay for the games!!

Announcing Auditions for SHS Drama’s Fall Play!
A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare.
Auditions are in 1 hour blocks in the TDC. Please only sign up for 1 block:

● Monday, Aug 30, 4-5pm and 5-6pm
● Tuesday, Aug 31, 3-4pm, 4-5pm and 5-6pm

Click here to sign up. Click here to see a script
Rehearsals will be Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, starting Sept 3.
Performances are November 12, 13, 14, 18, 19 and 20.
There will be non-speaking roles available, if interested.

Attorney Coach Needed for Mock Trial Club
An attorney-coach or two are needed for this year's season.  Coaches need to attend competitions, which will
likely be in-person.  Although time commitments and scheduling still look unclear, attorney-coaches typically
spend a couple of hours at practices once a week and attend several scrimmages and competitions in the
winter (mid-December to early February).  During competition season, coaches may also spend a few hours
outside of practice working individually with students. Some practices will be held over Zoom and others
in-person.  The club officers and teacher-adviser handle all the logistical work, so all coaches just need to
focus on the education: workshopping cross-and direct-examinations and opening/closing statements,
practicing objections with students, etc.  Depending on how much team members pitch in, coaches typically
receive a stipend of approximately $1,000 or more.

If you are interested or have any suggestions for us, please contact Mr. Mike Tyler at mtyler@lgsuhsd.org.

Back to School Night Update
Back to School Night is scheduled for September 1, but due to an abundance of caution regarding COVID and
the new delta variant, we are planning a virtual Back to School Night.  Stay tuned for more information.

https://lgsuhsd.org/district_information/human_resources/volunteering
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D44AAAA2DA6FEC34-amidsummer
https://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/playmenu.php?WorkID=midsummer


We all need support everyday in our lives. One basic need we all have is nourishment. Most of us rely on not
only farmers to grow our food, but truckers to transport our food, car manufacturers to build the cars, and many
more support people to get food from farm to table. It’s the same when we are feeling down, sad, or
depressed. There are resources to tap into such as family, friends, and community members.

In the SHS community, you or your student can refer themselves to the Wellness Center to check-in with a
therapist, or consult our CHOW for some coping strategies by filling out and submitting the updated Wellness
Center/CASSY Referral Form form on the SHS website. It is located under QuickLinks, on the Guidance home
page, and on the CASSY Student Support Services page. Or just have your student swing by.  We look
forward to exploring ways to support your students throughout their high school career.

Fall Sports Night, August 25
This year’s fall sports night will be held on Wednesday, August 25 at 6:00.  We will be holding this fall’s event
virtually. The link can be found HERE. We will be going over general athletic information and provide break out
rooms for you to meet and hear from our fall coaching staff.

Support Saratoga High Sports Boosters
1 out of 2 students at Saratoga High plays at least one sport.  Sports are an integral part of the high school
experience for our students and community.  The skill development, stress management, camaraderie and
sportsmanship that students experience through athletics often transcends high school years and beyond.

Some of the most important benefits of sports participation in high school that students continue to practice
after graduation include: self-confidence in building relationships with others and a stronger capacity for
empathy; a better understanding of self-awareness and how their actions have an effect on other people; and
developing a foundation for fitness and a healthy lifestyle.

Saratoga High School Sports Boosters provides support and funding to benefit the development of these
lifelong habits.  By focusing on the value of character development versus wins and losses, coaches have a
tremendous impact on students to apply what they learn in athletics to post high school life.

Whether you have a student athlete or not, your support of Saratoga High School Sports Boosters is essential
to creating a positive environment for students. Some of the programs that are funded by Sports Boosters
include annual athlete concussion testing, athletic training, and enhancements that benefit multiple sports at
the varsity and junior varsity level.

Please support SHS Sports Boosters today! https://www.falconsportsboosters.com/membership/

MAP Boosters EIN Correction
"The EIN printed on the MAP Boosters Falcon Fest letter contained a typo. The correct EIN is 27-3204451"
2021-22 MAP DONATION LETTER

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFN3f8AgyAynzRq4PRucsu_x4uk2nwTH4vJIaK-LHRJEPWCA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFN3f8AgyAynzRq4PRucsu_x4uk2nwTH4vJIaK-LHRJEPWCA/viewform
https://saratogahigh.org/guidance
https://saratogahigh.org/guidance
https://saratogahigh.org/guidance/c_a_s_s_y_student_support_services
https://lgsuhsd.zoom.us/j/96982196386
https://www.falconsportsboosters.com/membership/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YnMGwE8JYQ3DHjrq6eOTket6ZT_Oj7mu/view?usp=sharing


SHS Social Media Sites
Visit this link for a link to the social media sites we use on campus.

Student Attendance Reminder
● When calling in an absence for a student, please spell the last name of your student, provide your student’s ID

number, and identify the period number if you are calling due to connectivity issues.
● Please explain why the student will be absent, if your student has any COVID-19 symptoms and if your student

has been close to anyone who tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 2 weeks.
● If your student was present in class but was marked absent, they need to contact the teacher to verify their

attendance. The teacher will clear the absence through the Attendance office.

WeTip
WeTip is designed to serve as a resource for students who experienced or observed school-related bullying, racism,
harassment, or other inappropriate behaviors.  Once a report is filed, WeTip will contact our Student Services Department
with the specifics of the incident, and Student Services will work with the administration, counselors, and other school
staff.  Through WeTip, the anonymity of the person reporting is maintained.  Students and parents are also encouraged to
contact school staff directly to report inappropriate behaviors because this typically provides us with more detailed and
helpful information.  To learn more, visit https://wetip.com/. To submit a report/tip, click on our link to WeTip. These links
are also available on the school website under “Quick Links.”

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15N48hubNcehFIefvPxgAqlK5LxOIfhvTaOpXuyRLXac/edit?usp=sharing
https://wetip.com/
https://wetip.com/submit-anonymous-tip-2/

